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Introduction
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During August of 2006, the City of Dallas Park and Recreation Department
hired the local landscape architecture firm of la terra studio to create a park
development plan for Sugarberry Park. The plan acts as the framework for
future development on the site. Sugarberry Park is a 13.1 acre park located
in Council District 3. This park development plan studies the opportunities for
the renovation and enhancement of Sugarberry Park. It includes removal and
relocation of the playground and the pedestrian bridge crossing the creek and
the improvement and expansion of the existing picnic area. Other program
elements will be added such as basketball courts, shade pavilion, plaza, and
a community produce garden. An Estimate of probable cost addresses the
changes to be made to the park based on the elements shown on the park
development plan.

Downtown Dallas

Sugarberry Park

Aerial Photo of Region
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Sugarberry Park is located in Southwest Dallas, South of Interstate 20,
and West of Highway 67. Sugarberry Park is approximately 13.1 acres,
designating it as a neighborhood park according to the City of Dallas Park and
Recreation Department Park Site Development Plan Guidelines dated, August
22nd 2005. The renovations and additions to Sugarberry Park include updating
existing uses, and providing additional program elements in accordance with
a neighborhood park as determined by the City of Dallas Park Development
Guidelines.
The park is set is a neighborhood environment and is adjacent to Acton
Elementary and Mt. Rose Baptist Church. The major topographical feature
of the park is the creek that bisects it, a branch of Ten Mile Creek. The site
gently slopes towards the creek on each side comprising a grade change of
nearly twenty feet from the south side of the park to the creek, with less
change on the north side of the creek. The site is primarily comprised of
grassy areas spotted with trees such as oak, pecan, cedar, elm, redbud, and
willow.
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Park Classification

The City of Dallas Park Development Plan was adopted in 2002 to coincide
with the recommendations in the Park Department’s Renaissance Plan.
The new classification system is intended to guide the planning process
for determining appropriate uses, programming, service area, and design
treatment for each park.
Each park site may have a unique community dynamic depending on its
classification, size, location, current use, stakeholder involvement, etc.
Recognizing this, la terra studio and the City of Dallas Park and Recreation
Department staff held multiple public input meetings to seek direction from
the park users.
Park classifications are based on the size of the park, types of facilities
likely to be located within each site, size of population served and facilities
and program needs. Based on its size, Sugarberry Park is designated as a
Neighborhood Park. Neighborhood Parks serve a variety of age groups within
a limited area or “neighborhood.” They range in size from 1 - 15 acres and
generally serve residents within a ¼- to ½-mile radius. The neighborhood
park includes areas for active recreation activities such as field games, court
games, playgrounds, etc. Passive recreation activities may include walking,
viewing, sitting and picnicking. Facilities are generally unlighted and on-site
parking is not recommended.

Compatible Uses for a Neighborhood Park
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Proposed elements, based on public input, include a walking trail, two
basketball courts, a community garden, a shade pavilion and plaza, two
bulletin board kiosks, playgrounds, a picnic area, and open space fro noncompetitive athletic opportunities. Minor grading will be necessary in order to
meet accessibility requirements for the walking trail, and to maintain positive
drainage to the creek. Modification of existing swales and the addition of
culverts may also be necessary.
Active program elements such as the playgrounds and basketball courts are
located at the west end of the park on the south side of the creek. The
combination of these elements provides the opportunity for different facets of
the community to interact while not encroaching upon each other. A concrete
walk provides ADA access from the existing Duncanville Independent School
District Parking Lot to the various program elements.
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Reforestation is continued across the creek to the north with a proposed
tree grove. By reestablishing the parks wooded areas, the park will return to
a more natural environment. The newly wooded area will help to mitigate
water runoff into the creek, reduce turf maintenance, create a habitat for
native plants and wildlife, and provide a location to recycle mulch. Grading
and slope stabilization will be necessary in order to ensure a sustainable
design.
As the walking trail moves east, more passive program elements are provided.
These include seating areas for picnicking, open areas for field sports, and
a plot of land designated for a community garden. Bulletin board kiosks are
located at each end of the park to facilitate community communication and
interaction.
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The creek bisecting the park flows from a series of culverts on the west
end, to a culvert on the east end. There is currently little interaction with
the creek by park goers. A proposed pedestrian bridge is centrally located
in the park, in an attempt to encourage patrons to interact with the creek.
The bridge will replace an existing pedestrian bridge that is currently located
near the existing playground. Both bridge and playground are in dilapidated
condition, and will be removed and replaced. Minor grading changes will be
necessary to maintain positive drainage towards the creek. Culverts will be
used at the walking trail to ensure proper drainage.

Views of Existing Creek
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Existing conditions and community input strongly influenced the design of
the park modifications. As part of the design process, several preliminary
plans were designed and taken to the home owners association for input.
Members of the community were then able to give us their opinion as to what
would be best for the park. Using this process, la terra studio was able to
take elements from each of the preliminary design and incorporate them into
a final design.
Elements such as the creek, existing tree stands, adjacent parking lots and
streets determined the location of the proposed walking trail which is laid out
in order to preserve existing vegetation and to provide access to the various
program elements. ADA access to the walking trail is provided from the
existing Duncanville Independent School District parking at Acton Elementary
School located immediately adjacent to the park. After meeting the walking
trail, the walk continues to active area of the park on the west end. The
playgrounds, basketball courts, plaza and shade pavilion are located in this
area.
The shade pavilion and plaza are located adjacent to the two playground
areas. A concrete walk provides pedestrian access to this area from County
View Road, creating the park’s main entryway. On each side of this entry,
and surrounding the plaza and playground areas, enhanced planting has been
implemented. The garden areas serve to unify the active area as one, creating
an attractive place to recreate.
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Concept Design ‘A’ for Community Input

Concept Design ‘B’ for Community Input
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There are two playground areas; one area is designated for 2-5 year-olds,
the other, for 5-12 year-olds. To the north of the playground area, the walk
continues to two basketball courts located along the south side of the creek.
Originally, only one basketball court was planned, however the home owners
did not feel that this would be sufficient and suggested installing two courts.
An earthen berm is located between the 5-12 year-old playground and the
basketball courts. This is intended to provide a buffer between the users
of these two elements. In addition, the 2-5 year-old playground is located
further to the south, placing several elements and many feet between it and
the basketball courts.
In addition to the shade pavilion and plaza, smaller seating areas are located
adjacent to the basketball courts, and in between the two playground areas.
These are intended to give patrons the opportunity to observe or supervise
activities taking place. Site amenities such as trash receptacles, drinking
fountains, and bike racks are provided for patrons use. Members of the
community expressed concerns about safety and proper use of the park.
To address these concerns, lighting is planned along the walking trail and
various program elements. Bollards will be located along Sugarberry Drive
and County View Road in order to restrict vehicular access to the park.

Pavilion and Plaza

Playgrounds

Basketball Courts
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Traveling from west to east, the walking trail travels from the active west
end to the more passive east end. Located along the walking trail are several
picnic areas providing shade and picnic tables to those who would like to
enjoy a meal in the park. At the east end, north of the creek, a plot of land is
designated for a community produce garden. Desire for this program element
was expressed at several community input meetings. This area was chosen
for its open space which will provide the sun required for a produce garden.
The community garden is also located near the street and bulletin board kiosk
to provide for easy access and communication between users. The home
owners association or other civic group will be responsible for providing
water hookups, and other necessities pertaining to the functionality of the
community garden. The City of Dallas will help to facilitate, but community
gardens success will depend on civic involvement and leadership.
Across the creek to the south, trees will be added to enhance the existing
tree grove. Several picnic tables are located in this area, along with trash
receptacles, lighting and other amenities useful to picnickers. A safety railing
will be provided along the walk where it meets the creek to ensure the safety
of pedestrians. To the north end of the park, street trees will line the existing
alleyway in an attempt to provide shade and slow traffic.
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An estimate of probable cost for the Sugarberry Park additions and renovations
is approximately $ 1,162,025. This estimate is based on the current costs
of labor and construction materials, playground equipment, site furnishings,
lighting, and plant materials. Estimated costs include tree protection, silt
fencing, site amenities, playground equipment, and planting.
The estimate is broken down into several categories:
• Demolition
• Site Work
• Site Furnishing
• Playground
• Landscaping
• Site Lighting
Items that will require verification during the next phase of the project
include:
• Quantity of culverts at walking trail
• Caliper inches of protected trees that will be removed during the
construction process that will require mitigation.
• Requirements for construction of bridge over creek/waterway
The estimate of probable cost is broken into further detail on the following
pages.
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Probable Cost Estimate Continued
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To develop a meeting notification list, an area surrounding Sugarberry Park
was identified and was generally bounded by Wheatland, Clark, Ten Mile
Creek and Heathercrest. This area included approximately 743 confirmed
addresses and served as the primary notification list for public meetings.
On November 6th, 2006 the first public meeting was held at Acton Elementary
to discuss the park development plan for Sugarberry Park. Two residents
attended as well as Jose Plata, the Park Board member at the time, City staff,
and La Terra staff.
Efforts were made to contact and engage Acton Elementary and Mount Rose
Baptist Church in the planning process but neither group responded to any
correspondence.
At the beginning of 2007, work was put on hold at the request of the Park
Board Member to give him an opportunity to work with the school to gather
their input. The school never responded to any requests so work resumed in
late 2007.
The Woods-Sugarberry Neighborhood Association was contacted and staff
began attending their monthly meetings to discuss the proposed plan and
gather public input. Additional comments were gathered through email
correspondence after the first neighborhood association meeting.
After being discussed at three neighborhood meetings, the park development
plan for Sugarberry Park was approved by the residents at the June 16th
2008 meeting.
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November 6, 2006: First public meeting at Acton Elementary
November
Meeting

20th,

2007:

Woods-Sugarberry

Neighborhood

Association

March 17th, 2008: Woods-Sugarberry Neighborhood Association Meeting
May 20th, 2008: Woods Sugarberry Neighborhood Association Meeting – City
staff were unable to attend, however materials were provided to Association
officers and the plan was discussed at the meeting. Comments were gathered
and forwarded to City Staff for review.
June 16th 2008: Woods-Sugarberry Neighborhood Association Meeting –
Final plan was discussed once more and the residents approved the plan.
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