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INTRODUCTION - MASTER PLAN

Overview:

This master plan examines the logistical ainyscal ogortunities and constraints for a new trail
approximately4.5 miles (23,760 linearfeef) long connectingthe TylerVernon DART Station south of
the Tyler/Mest Clarendon intersection, Kiest ParlBriar Gate Park, Pecan Grove Parkand
WestmorelandPark atlllinois Avenue Refer to theDak Cliff GreenbelfTrail Master Plan Exhibit 1)

for proposed layout of the trail.

This study addressthe proposed trail layout within availabtgy owned rightof-way, city parks and
areas which may require eamsent agreements witrivate propertyowners The studydiscusseshe

following designopportunities and constraints.
1 Environmental conditions

1 Pedestrian needs includingccessibility and options for street crossings, trail heads, and

overlooks
1 Hydrologic conditionsof adjacent streams
1 Community input

1 Governing city ordinancesgspecially Article X (City of Dallas Landscape Ordinance) that
applies when more than 200Qustg feet of norpermeable surface (e.g. concrete trail) are added

to a siteoutsidestreet rightof-way

Proposed phases construction for the trail follovand are illustrated o®ak Cliff GreenbeltTrail
Phasing Plan (Exhibit 2).

1 Phase Tonnects the Tyle¥ernon DART Station t&lmwood Parkway

1 Phase 2 is a loop trail around ElImwoodkaay between Elmwood Boulevard and Mountain
Lake Road

1 Phase 3 is a trail in the stragjht-of way along Rugged Road from Mountain Lake Road to
Kiest Park
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i Phase 4 is a trail from the southwest corner of Kiest Park to Coombs Creek Drive

1 Phase 5 is aail along Coombs Creek Drive from Pentagon Parkway north to Westmoreland
Park.

Since the proposed trail will run through Briar Gate Park, a master plan was prepared to update the park
as illustrated in Exhibit 3: Briar Gate Park Master Plan and ExhiBitidr Gate Park Overlook.

A Probable Cost Estimai&xhibit 5) addresses trail constructi@amd park renovatiogosts based on

street crossingsrail headsand overlookshown on the Master Plan

A trail connecting Wynnewood Pasay to the TylerVernon DART Station was examinexs part of

the master plan effort. Howeyveghen ei ghbor hood Home Owner és Assoc
be placed in that areaPer this request, a trail through the Wynnewood North neighborhood was
removed from the sge of this study at the direction of the Park Board during a scheduled meeting.

PROPOSEDPHASE I'T TYLER -VERNON TO ELMWOOD PARKWAY

Overview:

The Phase Isectionof the Oak Cliff GreenbeltTrail is an  ( eBght joot wide concretgrimary trail
located Iletween the Tyler-Vernon DART Stationand the Elmwood Boulevard/Rugged Road
intersectionin Dallas The trail runsroughly parallelto EImwood Boulevardtraveling in asoutherly

direction forabout0.7 miles(or 3,700linearfeet).

Roughly 40 percent ofthe trail is locatedadjacent tothe floodplain with portions thatenterinto the
vegetated arewhile theremaining60 percentutilizes sidewalkgaralleing either EImwood Drive or
RuggedRoad The trailtraverss diverse terrain including total grad change of70 feetas one travels
from thenortheasto thesouthwestPer ADA requirements, walks will not exceed 5% slope along the
direction of the walk or a 2% crosfope. Additionally, the trailbrings the usealongheavily wooded

areasresidental areasa creekand open grassy fields.
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Description and Hydrologic Considerations
Theproposedrail beginsat the west side of the Tylfernon DART Stationand runs south along Polk
Streetto EImwood Boulevard replacingn existing sidevalk (see Image 1 below) The existing trail

crosses Cedar Creek at this point and is located out of the 100 year floodplain.

Image 1i Proposed trail using existing walk on Polk &iew north from ElImwood Blvd)

From Polk Steetthe proposed trail continues wedvng ElmwoodDrive in EImwood Parkways a new
8 @oncrete path EImwood Parkway igity owned property that isostly undeveloped The park
extends from Mountain Lake Road (at the southern borderptwh®olk Steetin the north. The
parkwaycontans Cedar Creelhich providesseveralopportunities for overloakor rest stop. There
are also severe grade changes adjacent to the creek, and where the trail approaches the creek, retainir
walls may be requiredSince the area has not been surveggdtaining wall contingencig included in

the cost estimate (see Exhibit 5).
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Image21 Potential overlook or rest area along Cedar Créeiew north from Elmwood Blvd)

At South Clinton Avenue ElmwoodBoulevardsplits into LansfordAvenueand ElmwoodBoulevard
and the two roads enclopart of EImwood Parkway. The trail could potentially run on either side of
the parkway until it reacheso8th Edgefield Avenue For either side, the trail would have to cross
South EdgefieldAvenueto continue in the grkway. After crossing &ith EdgefieldAvenue the tralil
would have to run adjacent to EImwoBdulevardto RuggedRoad The northern side of the parkway

is bounedby residential lots.

There is generallgmpleroom in the parkway for new tradlevelopnent There are locations where the

creek approaches the street, and the grade changes steeply. At these points, retaining walls anc
guardrails would be necessarse€ Image 3 below) The trail would also need to cross numerous
drainage structures th&ted the creek.At these locations, culverts or other methods will extend the

drainage under the new trail in order to maintain the existing drainage patterns.

Phase hasapproximately B00 linear feet of residential adjacency and will req(6&  @lgperlarge

canopy trees an{l98) small canopytrees. Existing trees withithirty feet of the street curb (the
designatedstreet tree zonemay be substituted forequred streettrees The exact street tree
requirements will be finalized during tliesign phaseFor budgetingpurposesall required street trees

will be new 3 caliper treesnd are included in the cost estimate (see Exhibit 5)

Article X also requires site trees in all developments where impervious coverage is thoneasere
than 2,000 square feeh t a rate of one (1) 2 000 sqaareifgeteThis | ar g
requirement can bmetwith existing trees.Final quantities will be determined during the design phase.
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Image 3 edar feek pfoxirhffy to EImwood Béuhrd(vw Iookisouthwest along ElImwood Blvd)
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PROPOSEDPHASE Il i1 ELMWOOD PARKWAY LOOP

Overview:

The Phase Il portion of the trail &1 8 ®oop trail approximately0.8 mile (4,250 linear feef) around
Elmwood Parkway between Mountain Lake Road amwood Boulevard The trail runs adjacent to

RuggedRoadand connects to existing park facilities at the south end of the park.

The majority of thetrail is located adjacent to tH€O0 yearfloodplain for CedarCreekwith portions
along Rugged Roathat enterinto the floodplain. The trail traverseslatively flatterrainthatincludes
a total grade change of 20 feet as one travels from the northeast to the soutberest.areas are

heavily wooded The route is located in a mostBsidential area

Description and Hydrologic Considerations

At Rugged Road, the trail will haxen 8 Oprimary draél onthe easside ofEImwood RirkwayPark
witha n 8 Gsecarnidatyetrail branching off to run along thestside of the park as a loop within the
park. Again, the creek location and its proximity to the road will require retaining aatlgguard rails
in areas to prevent users from falling into the creek and to protect the creek from erosion.

At the south end of the park, the trail will joam existing sidewalk to provide access to existing park
facilities (see Images 4, 5 below) There is generallampleroom in the parkway fothe new trail,
although there are locations wheh&inage culverts empty into the pdhatthe grade changes steeply

and aes so close to the curb. There is often not enough room between the curb and the start of the
slope to place a trail directly on grade and maintain a walkable slope. In these locations, additional
measures will need to be taken in ortieprovide trail access. At these points, retaining walls and
guardrails would be necessaryer ADA requirements, walks will not exceed 5% slope along the

direction of the walk or a 2% crostope.

This phasénasapproximatelyd,250 linear feet of residential adjacenapd will require(85) 30 c al i
large canopy street treasd(255) small canopy street treegor budgeting purposes, all required street
trees will be new @ caliper trees and are included in the cost estimate (see ExhibiSit.tree

guantitieswill be determined during the design phase
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Image 5 ExistingPlaygroundin EImwood Rrkway
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PROPOSEDPHASE Il T MOUNTAIN LAKE ROAD TO KIEST PARK

Overview:

South of Mountain Lak&oadthe trail wil continueapproximately0.5 mile (2,640 linear feef in City
streetright-of-way along RuggedRoadto lllinois Avenue where a sigilesignated street crossing will

be required.This phase will end with a connectionagerimeter walkway irKiest Park.

The trail parallels Rugged Road, and none of the trail lies withirl@@eyearfloodplain. The trail
traversegelatively flat terrainncluding a total grade change of 20 feet as one travels from the north to

the south.

Description and Hydrologic Considerations

Rugged Road from Mountain Laloadto Illinois Avenueis a curblined asphalt road with sufficient

City right-of wayto placean8 drail between the curb and adjacent residential property lseednfage

6). The residential propeets aresideloaded on RuggeRoad Since the trail will be installed on the

west side of Rugged Roado trailwilg o t hr ou g h r Eerigid-& wayis latiyely clebs

of trees, so little tree removal will be necessafyhe trail will intersectlllinois Avenue a 6lane,

divided street with no traffic signals at the Rugdahd intersectioffisee Image 7) DART bus stops

are located on either side of lllinois at Rugg@dsignalized pedestrian crossirsgrecommended due to

the level of trafficon lllinois traveling in excess of 35 miles per hofin intersection feasibility study

will have to be conducted during the next phase of design to determine the exact requirements for a
pedestrian crossing at this intersection. Elements that may beeceduclude a full traffic signal,
overhead traffic signs, video detection system, pedestrian signs, crosswalk and other pavement

markings, and a pedestrian refuge in the island in the street.
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Image 6b- Rugged Road with new trail nght of way

South of lllinois Avenue, the trail will continue in the Rugged Roght-of wayto Kiest Park, where it
will join the existing park trail at the northeast corner of the park. A new trailhehteniihstalled at

this location(seelmage 8) The overall grade is generally flat and will require no substantial grading for
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the proposed connection to the existitngil. Per ADA requirements, walks will not exceed 5% slope
along the direction of thealk or a 2% crosslope.

Image 71 Looking south oiRugged Road at Illinois Intersection
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Iage 8 Northeasf corner of Kiest Pamkith newtrailheadand tralil

Article X requirements for this phase include no street trees because the trail will bedrnstexisting

street ight-of-way and is therefore considered part of the city infrastructure and exempt from the
requirements.
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PROPOSEDPHASE IV T KIEST PARK TO COOMBS CREEK DR IVE

Overview:

The trailis approximately 1.5 mile67,920 linear feef) andwill extend from the southwest corner of
Kiest Park along Kiest Boulevard and Pentagon Parkway to Coombs Creek Drive, iognKesst
Park,Briar GatePark, and Pecan Grove Park.

Roughly 90 percent of the trail is located adjacent tol@ yearfloodplain of Five Mile Creekwith
portions thatenterinto the 100 yearfloodplain while the remaining 10 percent parallels either Kiest
Boulevardor West Five Mile Parkway.Approximately20 percenbof the trail lies within theLlOO year
floodplain. The trail traerses diverse terrain including a total grade change of 70 feet as one travels
from the northeast to the southwester ADA requirements, walks will not exceed 5% slope along the
direction of the walk or a 2% crostope. Additionally, the trail bringghe user along residential areas

and through existing parks.

Description and Hydrologic Considerations
The proposed concrete trail will begin again at the southwest corner of Kiest tRakjraersection of
Kiest Boulevard and Hampton Ro&telmage9). There are DART bus stops on the corners of the

intersectioron both sides of Hampton Raad

Image 9 Looking west alongiest Boulevarcat Hampton Road

The Kiest/Hamptonintersection is a fully signalized intersection with crosswalks and pedestrian
crossing lighs providing a safe crossing for trail users at this busy interseciiba next phase of the

design will determine any improvements necessary toethsting intersectionsuch asimproved
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